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Abstract 
The paper succinctly examined the concept of globalization, its negative and 
positive impacts on the Nigeria's economy generally. It highlighted the fact 
that the educational system in Nigeria, particularly, the Universal Basic 
Education (USE) Programme is seen as a gate way for the modernization or 
globalization in the country. It is further observed that the universal basic 
education (UBE) programme is suffering some impediments for its 
successful implementation in the country. The paper finally suggests that 
for the Universal Basic Education (UBE) Programme in Nigeria to meet the 
challenges of globalization, there is a need to release all budgetary 
allocation from Federal, state and local government to the managers of the 
Educational system to adequately fund the programme, and that the state of 
financial, material and human resources in our educational system must be 
improved tremendously, further more that teacher motivation and 
supervision must be   vigorous1y   pursued   since   Nigeria   as a 
country has already found itself in the global village. 

Introduction 
Education is no doubt widely recognized as the most important instrument for national 

development. It is a gateway to modernization and an important tool used by nations for the political, 
social, cultural, religious and technological transformation of their societies. Education is also seen by 
many as a veritable tool for addressing issues or poverty, under development population, illiteracy, 
health problems and intolerant human right abuse. It also equips men and women with knowledge, 
attitude and skills necessary for a useful living in the society. 

All these notwithstanding, it has been observed that educational system in the country over the 
years has faced a lots of multifacelcd problems like gross inadequate human and material resources, 
as well as lacking the necessary infrastructure and facility base for the overall realization of the national 
objective of education in the country. 
Given these nefarious problems, no doubt, the Universal Basic Education Programme launched by the 
Federal Government of Nigeria on the 3rd of September 1999 primarily aimed at integrating formal and 
non formal possibilities for the development of human potentials is suffering a lot of setbacks in its 
implementation in the country. 

The critical issue now is, how do we successfully package the Universal Basic Education 
(UBE) programme in Nigeria to cope with the structures and dynamics of the wind of globalization 
blowing across nations and affecting every facet by the society? This paper is therefore focused on this 
fundamental issue. 

What is Globalization? 
Globalization is one of the topical issues which has generated intense argument or 

controversy among scholars and intellectuals in all fields of endeavours in recent times. While the 
proponents of globalization see it as a growing prospects for international integration and the breaking of 
international barriers thereby bringing about unprecedented opportunities to millions of people 
throughout the world as 'one' big family, the opponents out rightly condemn it and see it as an 
attempt by western capitalist powers to perfect the gains of neocolonialism which will lead to eventual 
recolonization of the non western societies. With these divergent views about the concept of 
globalization, what then is globalization? 
According to Musa (2001), globalization is the increasing interaction among and integration 
of the activities especially economic activities of human societies around the world.  It is also defined 
as the economic inter-dependence of countries worldwide through the increasing volume and variety of 
cross boarder transactions in goods and services and of international capital flows and also through the 
more rapid and wide spread diffusion of technology (IMF, 1997). Still on globalization, the United 



Nations Developmental Programme (1997) posited that globalization encapsulate both a description 
and prescription. The description is the unending of the international flows of trade, finance and 
information in a single integrated global market. The prescription is to liberalize the national and global 
markets in the belief that the flow of trade, finance and information will produce the best outcome of the 
growth in human welfare. While these definitions tend to support and expand the frontiers of 
globalization, from a radical perspective, globalization is seen as a creation of dependency between the 
metropolis and the satellite. It is seen as a conspiracy among the advanced world to perpetually keep the 
developing countries under close watch to keep them dependent on them. The conditionalities of the 
world band and international monetary fund (IMF) are areas of conspiracy as these financial 
organizations are merely fronting or surrogates for the super power especially America. 

To many, globalization is the process of increasing international division of labour and the 
accompanying integration of national economies through trade, goods and services, across border, 
corporate investment and financial flows (Kohler, 2004) in Adei 2004. 3). This however, implies that 
globalization is a situation whereby distinct national economies come together for the purpose of 
exchanging value with each other, whether the exchange is for the benefit of the parties is a different thing 
entirely. Tendon (1994) in Adei, (2003. 3) viewed globalization as an increase in global interconnections of 
contemporary civilization, which include political, social and cultural systems.  

Some radical scholars see globalization as an ideology propagated by the developed 
countries of the world, assisted and fuelled by the United Nations (UN) and its diverse agencies, 
patronized by the international companies and their allies and enhanced by high technological 
discoveries and information technology and baptized with the name Globalization (Bisong 2004: 11). 
This new ideology is seen as an attempt at international and intercontinental levels to create a global 
village with free world market for the free flow of goods, technology, knowledge and information on a 
global scale. Little wonder that some have defined globalization as a process of greatening 
interdependent between nations (Ajayi, 2001 in Bisong 2004). 

However, on the effect of globalization, analysts have agreed that Globalization has both 
positive and negative effect. 

Ugabi (2006) contended that globalization has both the merits and demerits and that the 
merits are co-existent with the liberal view, while the demerits are emphasized in the radical 
perspectives. He further convened that to determine the merits and demerits of globalization, one would 
attempt and answer the following: - 
1. Does globalization create new winners and losers in North and South relations? 
2. How does, developing countries and the poorest people respond to globalization? 
3. Can globalization be tamed? On the merits and demerits of globalization, (Ajayi, 2001, in 
Bisong,  2004:   11)  Pryor (2004)  in Menegbe (2005:  203)  outline the demerits  and merits 
of 
globalization as follows: 
i. Transfer of technology and the sharing of the best practice 

ii. Local capacity building 
iii.         Promotion of diversity and global world force 
iv. Qualitative training and development of employee for higher responsibilities in technological  
challenging field. Though the benefits are clearly stated, its antagonists argue that the demerits 
outweigh the merits. They argued that globalization is not intended by its inclination and proprietors to 
benefit the poor counties and that, only the developed, industrialized countries reap the benefits of 
globalization. 

Secondly, that the gap between the poor countries and the rich countries continue to widen even 
with globalization. 

Thirdly, that the least developed countries are made the dumping grounds for goods from 
developed countries. 

Fourthly, that globalization is only one way in terms of employment of labour, whereas 
labour moves freely from developed counties to the least developed counties; the reverse is not the  
case, various measures like visa and so on are used to prevent free movement 

Fifthly, that the transfer of technology to the developing nations is also restricted, foreign 
direct investment is limited to those industries will not bring benefit for the countries economic 
growth and development. For instance,, the sitting of an ultra modern beer factory or cigarettes 
industry in Nigeria cannot bring about economic development 

Meaning of Universal Basic Education (UBE) 



UNESCO (2001) defined Basic Education as all forms of organized Education and training 
including access to information to equip the individual to cope better with work and family 
responsibilities and change their usage. Moreso, Jonlien declaration and framework of action on 
Education for all (1996) defined basic education as a process which encourages articulation of formal, 
non formal and informal approaches to education and structures for the awakening of all round 
development of human capital and potentials. 

Torres (2000) went further to define basic education as the type of education which is capable of 
meeting the basic learning needs of children, youths and adult. Ogundare (2005) summed up basic 
education as the starting point of education which involves learning how to learn and moves on to a 
continuing education, lifelong education and mass literacy. 

The genesis of universal basic education could he traced to the world conference on education for 
all held in Vomlien, Thailand between 5th and 9|!| of March 1990. It was organized by the World Bank, 
UNDP, UNICERF and UNESCO. Nigeria joined the queue with other counties of the world when on 
30Ul September, 1999, in Sokoto, Sokoto state. President Olusegun Obasanjo flagged up the Universal 
Basic Education. The Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme is therefore Nigeria's response to 
the global call for Education for all (EFA) This response has been prompted by the realization that 
Nigeria has to make concerted efforts to overcome the educational and developmental deficits it has 
carried into the twenty first century. Obanyan, (2002) noted that the Nigeria's UBE programme is a nine 
year basic education programme designed to eradicate illiteracy, ignorance and poverty as well as 
stimulate and accelerate national development. 

• 
Objectives of Universal Basic Education (UBE) Programme in Nigeria 

The specific objectives of the Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme according to its 
implementation guidelines are: - 
1. Developing   in   the   entire   citizenry   strong   consciousness   for   education   and   

a   strong 
commitment to the rigorous promotion of the programme 

2. The provision of the free Universal Basic Education for every Nigerian child of school going 
age. 

3. Reducing drastically, the issue of drop out from the formal school system (through improved 
relevance, quality and efficiency) 

4. Catering for the learning needs of young people who for one reason or the other have has to 
interrupt their schooling through  appropriate  forms  of complementary approach to the 
provision and promotion of Basic Education 

5. Ensuring  the  acquisition  of the  appropriate  level  of literacy  numeracy,  
manipulation, 
communication and the skills as well as the ethnical, moral and civic value needed for laying 
a solid foundation for lifelong learning. (Ogundare, 2005) 

Impediments to Successful Implementation of Universal Basic Education (UBE) Programme in 
Nigeria 

A Cursory look at the aims and objectives of Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme, 
one discovers that there have been some noticeable impediment to its successful implementation in 
Nigeria. These include low budgetary allocation for the funding of education both at the state and 
local government level. The state of infrastructures and facilities in our educational institutions are 
said to be very poor (Ogundare 2005). Most schools are lacking in quality materials, facilities and 
equipment. A visit to some schools will show that the classrooms are overcrowded. 
The system still lacks academically qualified and professionally trained personnel or human resources to 
competently handle core subjects in the schools like mathematics, physics, chemistry and geography. In 
short, the qualified human resources are yet to be provided for some schools in the state; teachers1 
motivation is yet to be given serious attention. The Teachers Salary Scale (TSS) which has long been 
approved has not been implemented in some slates of the federation and as such, there have been incessant 
strikes here and there. More so, salaries of primary school teachers in some state of the federation have 
been delayed for months, 

Enhancing Universal Basic Education (UBE) Programme in Nigeria to Cope with the 
Challenges of Globalization 

To enable the Universal Basic Education brace up for the challenges of globalization, the 



following are important: - 
1. The government at all levels should release all approved budgetary allocation to education to 

the relevant managers of the school system, so that appropriate resources can be acquired for 
the school system 

2. Teachers remain the biggest recurrent cost in Education and heir to quality education.  
Therefore qualified, devoted and competent teachers should be employed.   Provision should 
be made for their training and re-training so that they can remain current to face new 
challenges posed by the educational policy of the nation.    No room should be given to 
teachers shortage and teachers absenteeism should not be tolerated 

3. There is a need for the provision of infrastructural facilities (classroom. Laboratories, 
workshops, desk, tables, pencils, toilet facilities and a host of others).  All these are essential 
for quality basic education and students achievement 

4. Instructional materials committees must be introduced at the school, local education board 
and the ministry of education level. These committees must develop the needed policy for the 
acquisition and the selection of instructional materials and media for school 

5. Teachers' salary must be paid regularly as it is done for other public servants in the civil 
service.    The approved Teachers Salary Scale for teachers in the federation should be 
implemented 

6. There is need to provide relevant textbooks for teachers and students.   Any discussion on 
curriculum should focus on textbook as any teacher without textbook is handicapped.   It is 
suggested therefore that developing agencies and government should provide abundant  
relevant textbook for students' use 

Summary and Conclusion 
The summary so far reached is that globalization has negative and positive impacts on the 

Nigerian economy generally. It is further observed that the negative impacts of globalization 
outweigh the positive impacts as globalization is seen as the strategy deliberately designed by the 
western states for the purpose of promoting dependency, westernization or decolonization of the non 
western states to keep the developing countries perpetually underdeveloped through education. 

The paper highlighted the impediments or obstacles militating against the successful 
implementation of the educational system in "Nigeria particularly the Universal Basic Education (UBE) 
Programme right from its inception like poor funding of the system, inadequate finance material and 
human resources as well as poor supervision. Since Nigeria is already in the globalized world, it was 
finally concluded that for the Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme in Nigeria to successfully 
cope with the network and challenges of globalization, the afore-mentioned problems must be properly 
addressed. 
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